
 
 

18th Annual Renal Professional Forum 
“Engage & Embrace: Caring for the Kidney Community” 

Jupiter Beach Resort & Spa 
5 North A1A 

Jupiter, FL 33477 
 

 
Wednesday, September 27th, 2023 

Pre-Conference 
TIME        EVENT            LOCATION                     
11:30AM Pre-conference Registration and Check-in Pre-function Lobby 

12:00 – 2:00PM Medical Errors for all Disciplines – Susan Witzel-Kreuter, LCSW Marlin Room 

2:00 – 3:00PM Human Trafficking for all Disciplines – Corporal (Ret) Alan Wilkett Marlin Room 

3:00 – 6:00PM Exhibitor Set-up  Grand Ballroom 

6:00PM Beachside Welcome Luau sponsored by Tampa General Hospital Sand Dune 

3 CEUs  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
18th Annual Renal Professional Forum 

“Engage & Embrace: Caring for the Kidney Community” 
Jupiter Beach Resort & Spa 

5 North A1A 
Jupiter, FL 33477 

 
Thursday, September 28th, 2023 

TIME        EVENT                        LOCATION 
6:00 – 7:00AM Sunrise Yoga (NO CE) – Zoe Plasencia, CYT-500 Terrace and Veranda 

7:00 – 8:00AM Registration and Check-in 
Continental Breakfast – in Exhibitor Area  

Pre-function Lobby 
Grand Ballroom 

8:00 – 8:15AM Welcome & Raffle Giveaway – Savanna Lanza, CEO, NKFF  Grand Ballroom 

8:15 – 9:15AM “Relaxation Techniques for the Professional after a Taxing Patient” – Zoe 
Plasencia, CYT-500 

Grand Ballroom 

9:20 – 10:20AM 
Breakouts 

• “Dealing with Challenging Situations with Patients and Staff” – Evelyn 
Melgar, LCSW  

• “Pharmacology for the Renal Professional” – Christina Wachuku, 
PharmD, BCACP, ABAACP, CPh. 

Marlin Room 
 
Grand Ballroom 

10:25 – 10:55AM Coffee Break – in Exhibitor Area  Grand Ballroom 

11:00 – 12:00PM “The Network: Patient Services and Professional Tools” – Helen Rose Grand Ballroom 

12:05 – 1:05PM 
Breakouts 
 

• “Transplant Updates” – Edson S. Franco, M.D., M.B.A., F.A.C.S. 
• “Gastrointestinal Symptoms and CKD: Impact and Intervention” – 

Anne-Marie Duggan, MS, RD 

Marlin Room 
 
Grand Ballroom 

1:05 – 1:50PM 
1:50 – 2:50PM 
2:50PM 

“What You Need to Know about Lupus and the Kidneys” – Matt Baker, 
Pharm D (NO CE)  
Lunch – in Exhibitor Area 
Raffle Giveaway 

Grand Ballroom 

2:55 – 3:55PM 

“Population Health & CKD Management” – Panel Discussion 
 

Ethan Chernin, Sr. (VP Population Health, Healthmap Solutions), Mandeep 
Sahani, MD (CMO and Co-Founder, Gold Kidney Health Plan), and 
Stephanie VanDeventer, RD, CDCES (Associate Director, Gulf Coast 
Quality, Value and Population Health, Bayer Health) 

Grand Ballroom 

4:00 – 5:00PM 
Breakouts 

• “Self-Care for the Social Worker” – Gina Mena, LCSW 
• “Cardiac Disease in Dialysis Patients” – Darlena Banas, FNP, APRN, 

NP-C, CNN-NP 
• “Therapeutic Nutrition: Nutrition Focused Physical Exam PT 1” – 

Carley Rusch, PhD, RDN, LDN 

Lighthouse – 2nd Floor 
Grand Ballroom 
 
Marlin Room 

5:05 – 6:05PM 
5:05 – 6:05PM 
 
5:05 – 6:35PM 

• “Stress Management” – Angela Laino, LCSW 
• “The Tale of the 2 Pumps: Care of the Dialysis Patient with a Left 

Ventricular Assist Device” – Dana Theisen, APRN 
• “Therapeutic Nutrition: Nutrition Focused Physical Exam PT 2” – 

Carley Rusch, PhD, RDN, LDN 

Lighthouse – 2nd Floor 
Grand Ballroom 
 
Marlin Room 

 Obtain Certificates  
*Completion of Evaluation Forms required to obtain Certificates 

Pre-function Lobby 

7:00 – 8:00PM 
Educational Dinner hosted by NephU 
“The Impact of Kidney Disease and Disparities in Underserved Populations” 
– Michael Filsinger, MPA, PA-C 

Grand Ballroom 

8 CEUs  
 



 
18th Annual Renal Professional Forum 

“Engage & Embrace: Caring for the Kidney Community” 
Jupiter Beach Resort & Spa 

5 North A1A 
Jupiter, FL 33477 

 
Friday, September 29th, 2023 

 
TIME        EVENT                          LOCATION 

6:00 – 7:00AM Registration and Check-in                                              
Continental Breakfast – in Exhibitor Area 

Pre-function Lobby 
Grand Ballroom 

7:00AM Welcome & Raffle Giveaway – Savanna Lanza, CEO, NKFF Grand Ballroom 

7:05 – 8:05AM 
“Mind & Body Wellness: Meditation & Diet for the Renal Patient and 
Professional” – Zoe Plasencia, CYT-500 

Grand Ballroom 

8:10 – 9:10AM “Infectious Disease in the CKD & ESRD Population: New Treatments and 
Management”  

Grand Ballroom 

9:10 – 10:10AM “Patient Perspective Town Hall” – Steve Winfrey and Alex Barrios 
Moderator: Julie Spears, NKFF Patient Advocate 

Grand Ballroom 

10:15 – 10:45AM Coffee Break – in Exhibitor Area  Grand Ballroom 

10:50 – 11:50AM “Emergency Preparedness for Renal Facilities and Patients” – Allison 
Vinson, LCSW  

Grand Ballroom 

11:55 – 12:55PM “Dialysis & the Rural Population” – Jerome S. Tannenbaum, M.D., Ph.D., 
FACP 

Grand Ballroom 

1:00 – 1:45PM 
 
1:45 – 2:45PM  
2:45 – 2:55PM 

“Clinical Experience and Implications – High Potency Phosphate Binding to 
Activate Control with Velphoro” – Dr. Moustafa Moustafa MD (NO CEU) 
Lunch – in Exhibitor Area  
EPA Awards Presentation – Amma Sewaah-Bonsu, ARNP Committee Chair 

Grand Ballroom 

3:00 – 4:00PM “The State of Kidney Transplantation in America:  Progress and Highlights 
Over Recent Years" – Thomas G. Peters, MD 

Grand Ballroom 

4:00 – 5:00PM  
Health Equality, Food Equality and Accessibility – Stephanie Toth-
Manikowski, MD, MHS 

Grand Ballroom 

5:00PM Obtain Certificates 
*Completion of Evaluation Forms required to obtain Certificates 

Pre-function Lobby 

7 CEUs  
 
 


